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The prattical »fe of fenalaeknowledge, with 
a faetch of the female character, and @ 
comparative cicw of the fexcss 


"Tir chief end to be propofed' in culti- 
vating the underftandings of women, is 
to qualify them for the pradtical purpofes 
of life. Their knowledge is not often 
like the learning of men, to be reproduced 
in fome litcrary compofition, nor ever 
in any learned profeffion; but it is to 
come out in conduét. A lady fiydigt, 
not that fhe may qualify herfelf to become 

VOL. I. B an 
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amamator oor a pleader; not that thewmsy 
learwe'ty-debate, but to ad. She is’ t6 
tead-chobelt books, not fo much to-enable 
hef toltalk of them, as te-bring the 
improvement which they furnifh, to the 
re@tification of her principles, and the 
formation of her habits. ‘The great ufes 
of fludy are to enable her to regulate her 
own mind, and to be ufeful to others. 

'To woman, therefore, whatever be her 
rank, 1 would recommend a predominance 
of thofe more -fober ftudies, which, not 
having difplay for their object, may make 
her wife without vanity, happy without 
witnefles, and content without panegy- 
rifts; the exercife of which will not bring 
celebrity, but improve ufefulnels. She 
fhould purfue every kind of ftudy which 
will tegch her to elicit truth ; which will 
Yead her to be intent upon realities ; will 
give Precifion to her ideas; will make an 
eka mind; every ftudy which, infead of 
ftpnelating her fenfibility, will chaftife it 5 
which vill ive her definite notions; will 

bring 
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tring the imagination under daminioa ; 
will lead her to think, w compare, to 
combine, to .methodife; which will confer 
fuch a power of difcriminadon, that her 
judgment thal Jearn to rejeft what is 
dazzling, if it be not folid ; and to prefer, 
not what is Rtriking, or bright, or new, 
but what is juft. ‘That kind of know 
ledge which is rather fitted for home 
confumption than foreign exportation, is 
peculiarly adapted to women. 

It is becaufe the fuperficial nature of 
their education furnifhes them with a falfe 
and low ftandard of intelle€tual excellence, 
that women have fometimes became ridi- 
culous by the upfounded pretenfions of 
literary vanity: for it is not the really 
learned, but the fmatterers, who have 
generally bronght their fex into difcredit, 
by an abfutd affeétation, which has fet 
them on defpifing the duties of ordinary 
life. There have not indeed been wanting. 
(but the charadter is not now cpmmon} 
srecleufes ridicules, who, aflyming a fupe- 

B2 riority 
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ridrity to the fober cares which ought to 
orcupy-their fex, have claimed a lofty and 
fupereiltons exemption from the dull and 
plodding drudgeries 

Of this dim fpcck calied earth ! 


who have affeéted to eftablifh an unnatural 
feparation between talents and ufefulnefs, 
inftead of bearing in mind that talents are 
the great appointed inftruments of ufeful- 
nels; who have acted as if knowledge were 
to confer on Woman a kind of jantaftic 
fovereignty, which fhould exonerate her 
from female duties; whereas it is only 
meant the mfore eminently to qualify her 
for the performance of them. For a 
woman of real fenfe will never forget, 
that while the greater part of her proper 
duties are fuch as the moft moderatcly 
gifted may fulfil with credit, (fince Provi- 
dence never makes that to be very diffi- 
cult, which is gencrally neceffary,) yct the 
tholt highly endowed are cqually bound 
to fulfil them ; and the humbleft of thefe 

offices. 
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offices, performed on Chrilftian principles, 
are wholefome for the minds evtn of the 
moft enlightened, and tend to the catting 
down of thofe Ligh imaginations which 
women of genius ate too much tempted to 

indulges 
For inftance ; ladies whofe natural 
vanity has been aggravated by 4 fajfe 
education, may lovk down on aronomy 
as a vulgar atiainment, unworthy of the 
attention of an highly culated antellea ; 
but abi isthe fle imu? uf a dally 
ining, Gconomy, fuch as a woman 
of fortune is called on to practite, is not 
merely the pet y detail of final dajly 
expences, the habby curtailments and 
ftinted parfimony of a little ming, operat. 
ing on little concerns; but it is the exer. 
cife of a found judgment exerted jn 
the comprehenfive outline of order, of 
arrangement, of diftribution; of regula. 
tions by which alone well-governed ,{o. 
cieties, great and fmall, fubfifl. She who 
has the beft regulated tpind will, other 
B3 things 
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tinge being equal, havé-the beft regu- 
ialéd fartily. Asti ‘the fuperintendence 
of the’ univerfe, wifdoth' is feeh in its 
offetts ;""and ds in the vilible works of 
Providence that which goes on with fuch 
beadtiful regularity is the refult not 
of chance but of defi ign 5 3 fo that manage- 
ment which feems the moft cafy is com- 
monly the confequence of the beft con- 
certed plan: a well-concerted plan is 
feldom the offspring of an ordinary mind. 
A found aconomy is a found under: 
ftanding brought into ation; it is cal- 
eulatton yealized ; it is the dottrine of 
proportion reduced to practice ; it is fore- 
“feeling confequences, “and guarding againft 
them; % is expefting contingencies and 
being: prepared for them. The differ- 
ence is, that to a narrow-minded vulgar 
erongmift the details: are continually 
prefent the i is overwhelmed by their 
weight; ,and . ‘is tually befpeakings 
your pity fot her | pain and your praife 
for her exertiotis ; fie ts afraid yoo will 


not 
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not fee how much fhe ig haraffed. Little 
events and trivial operations engeoly her 
whole foul ; while a woman of fenfe, have 
ing provided for their probable recurrence, 
guards againft the inconyepiencies, with. 
out being, difconcerted by the cafual ob- 
ftruGions which they offer to her genera} 
fcheme. Subordinate expences and in, 
confiderable retrenchments fhould o 
fwallow up that attention which is better 
beftowed on regulating the general fcale 
of expence, and corredting and reducing 
an overgrown eftablithment, 

Superior talents, however, are Hot fo 
common, as, by their frequency, to offer 
much difturbance to the general courfe of 
human affairs; and many a lady, who 
tacitly accufes herfelf of negledting her 
ordinary duties becaufe the is a genius, wilt 
perhaps be found offen to accule herfelf ab 
unjufly as good St. Jerome, wheri he ta- 
ments that he was beaten hy the angel for 
being too Cicerontan in his ftyle 

See De, Owen. 
24 The 
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The trath is, women who are fo puffed 
up withthe conceit of talents as to neg; 
le& the plain duties of life, will not fre- 
quently be found to be women of the belt 
abilities. And here may the author be 
allowed the gratification of obferving, that 
thofe women of real genius and extenfive 
knowledge, whofe triendfhip have confer- 
red honour and happinefs on her own life, 
have'bcen in general eminent for oconomy 
and the practicg of domeltic virtues ; and 
greatly fupcnor to the poor affectation 
of negleCing the duties and delpifing 
the knowledge of common life, with 
which literary women have been fre- 
quently, and not always unjultly, ac- 
cufed. 

A romantic girl with a pretenfion to 
fentiment, which her {till more ignorant 
fends miftake for genius, (for in the 
@mpire of the blind the one-eyed are 
‘Kings,} and poffeffing fomething of a natu- 
widear, has perhaps in her childhood ex- 
anlfed all the images*of grief, and love, 

and 
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and fancy, picked*up int her deflfory 
poetical reading, in an elegy on a Hek*line 
net or a dead lap-dog; the begins thence» 
forward to be confidered as a prodigy im her 
little circle ; ‘urrounded with flatterers, the 
has no opportunity of getrit g to know that 
her fame is deed not from her powers, 
but her polition; and that when an ims 
partial critic fhall have made all the 
ueccflary deductions, fuch as—that fhe is 
ancighbour, that fhe is a relation, that 
the is a female, that the is young, that the 
has had no advantages, that fhe is pretty 
perhaps—when her verfes come to be 
Rtripped gt all their extraneous append- 
ages, and the fair author is driven off her 
“vantage ground of partiality, fex, and 
favour, fhe will commonly fink to the 
level of ordinary capacities; while thofé 
quieter women, who have meekly fat 
down in the humble thades of profe amd 
prudence, by a patient perleverances it 
sational -ftudies, rife -afterwards much 
higher in the fcale of inteegt,.and acquired 

aftock 
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a tock of found knowledge for far better 
purpofes than meredifplay. And, chough 
it may feem a ‘contradi@ion, yet it will 
generally be found .troe, that girls who 
take to fcribbling are the lealt ftudious, 
the leat reflecting, and the leaft rational. 
They'early acquire a falfe cottfidence in 
their own unaflited powers; it becomes 
more gratifying to their natural vanity to 
be always pouring ont their minds on 
paper, than toe drawing into them frefh 
ideas from Ticher fources. The original 
flock, fmalt perhaps at firft, is foon fpent 5 
and the fubfequent efforts grow more and 
more feeble, if the mind which is continu- 
ally exhautting itfelf, be not alfo continu. 
ally replenithed ; till the latter compofitions 
become litle more than reprodudtons of 
the fame ideas, and fainter copies ‘of the 
fame images, a little varied and modified 
perhaps, and not a litle diluted and en- 


he _felPaught, and felfa ident 
criBblers pant for ‘the’ unmerit and 
unattain 
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unattainable praife ‘of fanéy and vf ge 
nids, while. they difdain the commends 
tio of judgasent, knowledge, and per. 
feverance which would. be within .zheir 
reach. To extort admiration they are 
acouftomed to boaft of an impoflible rar 
pidity in compofing ; and while they in- 
finwate bow little time their performances 
coft them, they intend you fhould infer 
how perfect they might have made them 
had they condefcended to the drudgery of 
application, They take fuperffhous pains 
to convince you that there was neither 
learning nor labour employed in the work 
for which they folicit your praife: the 
judicious eye too foon perceives it! though 
it does nof perceive that native ftrength 
and mother-wit, which in works of real 
genius make fome amends for the negli- 
gence, which yet they dd not juftfy. 
But inktead of extolling thele effufions for 
their Facility; ic would be “kind in frléngs 
rather to blame them for their. crudendle’ 
and ‘when’ the young pretetiders are eager 
to 


ime PRACTICAL USE OF 


to prove in how fhort a time fuch a poem 
has been ftruck off, it would be well to re- 
gret that they had not cither taken a longer 
time, or forborne from writing at all; as 
in the former cafe the work would have 
been tefs defeftive, and in the latter the 
writer would have difcovered more humi- 
lity aud felf-diftruit. 

A geheral capacity for knowledge, and 
the cultivation of the underftanding at 
large, will aways put a woman into the 
beft fate tor direCing her purfuits into 
thofe particular channels which her deftin- 
ation in life may afterwards require. But 
fhe fhould be careful.y inftrudted that her 
talenty are only a means to a ftill higher 
attainment, and that fhe is not to reft 
in them as an end ; that merely to exercife 
them as inftruments for the acquifition of 
fame and the promoting of pleafure, is 
Subverfive of her delicacy as a woman, 
agd contrary to the fpirit of a chriftian. 

Study, therefore, is to be confidered as 
thetneans-of frengthening the mind, and 

of 
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of fitting it for higher duties, jut as exer- 
cife is to be confidered as an inftfament 
for ftrengthening the body for the fame 
end. And the valetndinarian who is 
religioufiy punétual in the obfervance of 
his daily rides to promote his health, and 
refts in that as an end, without fo much 
as intending to make his improved healch 
an inftrument of increafed ufefulnefs, aéte 
on the fame low and fellith principle with 
her who reads merely for pleafure and for 
fame, without any defign of devoting the 
more enlarged and invigorated mind to 
the glory of the Giver. 

But there is one Aman confideration 
which would perhaps more effuctually tend 
to damp in an afpirme woman the ardours 
of literary vanity (1 fpexk not of real 
genius, though there the remark often 
applies) than any which fhe will derive 
from motives of humility, or propriety, or 
religion ; which is, that in the judgmpnt 
spafled on her performances, fhe wilt have 
tg encounter the mortifying cireumftance 

of 
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of having-her fex always taken into ac. 
county and her higheft exertions will 
probably be received with the qualified 
approbation, thet it is really extraordinary 
for a woman. Men of learning, who are 
naturally inclined to eftimate worksim pro- 
portion as they appear to be the refult of 
art, ftudy, and inftitution, are apt to con- 
fider even the happier performances of the 
other fex as the fpontaneons produétions 
of a fruitful but fhallow foil; and to give 
them the fame fort of praife which we 
bellow on certain fallads, which often 
draw from us a fort of wondering cont- 
miendation; not indeed as being worth 
auch in themfelves, but becaufe by the 
lightnefs of the earth, and a happy knack 
of the gardencr, thefe indifferent crefles 
fpring up in a night, and therefore one 
is ready to wonder they are 20 worfe. 

As to men of {cnfe, however, they need 
be he lefs inimical to the improvement of 
the other fex, as they themfelves. will bé 
fare to be gainers by it; the enlargément 

of 
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of the female underftanding being the matt 
tikely means to put an end to'thofe petty 
cavils pnd contentions for equality which 
female imatterers' fo ‘anxtoudly maintain. 
1 fay frnartevers, for bepween the firft clafs 
of both fewes-the qacfidn is mych more 
rarely and always 'nvore gemperately- ‘agitat- 
ed, Coroperation and not competition is 
indeed the clear principle we with to fee res 
ciprocally adopted by thofe higher minds 
in each fex which really approximate the 
neareft ta each other. The more a wo- 
man’s underftanding is improved, the more 
obvioully dhe will difcern that there can be 
sw happinels in any fociety where there is 
a perpetual ftruggle for power; and the 
more her judgment is rectified, the more 
accurate views will the take of the ftation 
the hexfelf was born to fill, and the more 
teadily will the accommodate herfelf to it; 
while the moft vulgar and ill-informed 
women are ever moft inclined to be tyramy, 
and thofe always ftruggle moft vehemently 
for power, who would not fail to shake 

14 the 
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the worl ufe of it when attained. Thus 
the weikeft veafoners are always the moft 
pofitive in debate; and the caufe is ob- 
vious, for they ate unavoidably driven to 
maintain their pr’ tenfions by violence whe 
‘want arguments and reafons to prove that 
they are in the right. 
‘There is th's fineular difference between 
a woman vain of her wit, and a womar 
vain of her beauty ; that the beauty, while 
fhe is anxioufly alive to her own fame, is 
often indiferent cncugh about the beauty 
of other women ; and provided the herfelf 
vis fure of your admiration, fhe does not 
infift on your thiiking that there is an- 
other handfome woman in the world: while 
fhe who is vain of her genius, more liberal 
at leaft in ber vanity, is jealous for the 
honour of her whole fex, and contends for 
the equality of their pretenfions, in which 
fite feels that ger own are involved. The 
bpamy vindicates her own rights, the wit, 
thé: fights of evamen ; the beauty fights 
Sor teerielf, the wit for a party; "and while 
the 
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the more ielfth though move moderate 
besaty 


would but be Queen for lie, 


the public fpirited wit ftruggles to abrogate 
the Salique law'of intelle@, snd to em 
throne 

a whole fex of Queens. 


At the revival of letters in the fixteenth 
and the following century, the controverfy 
about this equality was agitated with more 
warmth than wifdom; and the procefs 
was inftituted and carried on, on the part 
of the female complainant, with that fort 
of acrimony which always raifes a fufpicion 
of the jultice of any caufe. The novelty 
of that knowledge which was then buriting 
out from the dawn of a long dark night, 
kindled all the ardours of the female mind, 
und the ladies fonghs zealoully for a pore 
tion of that renown which the reputation. 
of learning: was begidning 0 bellow. 
Befides their own pens, =e 

VoL. u. c 
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advocates all thofe needy authors who had 
any thing to hope from their power, their 
riches, or their influence; and fo giddy 
did fome of thefe literary ladies become by 
the adulation of their numerous panegy- 
tifts, that through thefe repeated draughts 
of inebriating praife, they grew to defpife 
the equality for which they had before con- 
tended, as a ftate below their merit and 
‘unworthy of their acceptance. ‘They now 
feorned to litigate for what they already 
thought thty fo obvioufly poffeffed, and 
nothing fhort of the palm of fuperiority 
was at length confidered as adequate to 
their growing claims. When court-ladies 
and princeiles were the candidates, they 
could not long want champions to fupport 
their caufe; by thefe champions female 
authorities were produced as if paramount 
to faéts; quotatiow## from thefe female 
authors were confidered as proofs, and 
‘they point-blank affertions ftood for folid 
and irrefragable arguments. In thofe pa- 
rafites who offered this. homage to female 

genius, 
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genius, the homage was therefore the 
effect neither of truth, nor of juftice, nor 
of convidtion. It arofe rather out of gra- 
tifude, or it was a reciprocation of flattery 5 
it Was fometimes vanity, it was often dif 
trefs, which prompted the adulation; it 
was the want of a patroncfs; it was the 
want of a dinner. When a lady, and ef- 
pecially as it then often happened, when 
one who was noble or royal, fat with 
gratifying doeility at the foot of a pro- 
felfor’s chair; when fhe admited the phi- 
lofophet, or took upon her to prote& the 
theologian, whom his rivals among his own 
fex were tearing to pieces, what could the 
grateful profeffor or delighted theologian 
do tefs in return than make the apotheofis 
of her who had had the penetration to 
dilcern his merit and the fpirit to reward 
it? Thus in fa@ it was not fo much her 
yanity as his own that he was often flat- 
tering, though the was the dupe of her more 
deep and defigning panegyritt. 

oa But 
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But it is a little unlucky for the perpe- 
tuity of that fame which the encomialt had 
made over to his patronefs, in the nevet- 
dyitg, records of his verfes and orations, 
thar ig the revolution of a century or two 
the very names of the flattered are ndw 
almolt as little known as the works of the 
flatteters. Their memorial is perifhed with 
them®; an inftruétive leffon, that who- 
ever beftows, or affumes a reputation dif- 
‘proportioned to the merit of the claimant, 
will find it as little durable as folid. For 
this literary warfare which engaged fuch 
troops of the fecond-hand authors of the 
age in queftion in fuch continual tkirmifhes, 
and not a few pitched battles ; which pro- 
yoked fo much rancour, fo many volumes, 
and fo little wit; fo much vanity and fo 
much flattery, produced no ufefal or lafting 
effe, Thofe who promifed themfelves 
thay their names would outlive “ one half 
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af round eternicy,”” did nog reagh, the 
end of the century in which the batt, wes 
made; and thofe who, offered the indemfs, 
and thofe who. greedily inuffed up is 
fumes, are buried in the fame blank 

oblivion | 
But when the temple of Janus feemed t> 
have been clofed, or when at worlt the 
peace was only occafionally broken by a 
flight and random fhot from the hand of 
fome fingle ftraggler; it appears that 
though open rebellion had-ceafed, yet the 
female claim had not been renounced; it 
had only (if we may change the metaghor) 
lain in abeyance. The conteft has recently 
been revived with added fury, and with 
multiplied exactions; for whereas the an- 
cient demand was merely a kind of ima- 
ginary prerogative, a fpeculative import- 
ance, a mere titular right, a fhadowy claim 
to a few unreal acres of Parnaffian terri- 
tory; the revived contention has taken « 
more fetious torn, and brings forward po 
Hitical as well as intelleGhual pretenfions : 
c3 and 
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and,among the innovations.of this inno- 
vating period,. the impofing term of rights 
has heea produced to fandiify the claim of 
our:female pretenders, with a view pot only 
to rekindle in the minds ef women a pre- 
fumptuous vanity difhonourable to their 
fex, but produced with a view to excite in 
their hearts an impious difcontent with the 
poft which Gad has affgned them in this 
world. 

But they little underftand the true in- 
terefts of woman who would lift her from 
the important duties of her allotted ftation, 
to fill with fantattic dignity a lofticr but 
lef. appropriate niche. Nor do they under- 
fland her true happinefs, who feek to an- 
nihilate diftinétions from which fhe de- 
rives advantages, and to attempt innova- 
tions which would depreciate her real 
value. Fach fex has its proper excellencies, 
which would be loft were they melted 
-down into the common charaéter by the 
‘fufign of the new plilofophy. Why thould 
we do away diflinétions which increafe the 

mutual 
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nrutual benefits and enhance tbe fatisfac- 
tions of life? Whence, but by carefully 
preferving the original marks of difference- 
ftamped by the Hand of the Creator, would 
be derived the fuperior advantage of mixed, 
fociety ? Have men no need to have their 
rough angles filed off, and their-harth. 
neffes and afperities fmoothed and polifhed 
by affimilating with beings of more foft- 
nefs and refinement? Are the ideas of 
women naturally fo very judicious, are 
their principles fo smvincbly firm, are. 
their views fo perfedlly corrett, are their 
judgments fo compictely exaét, that there 
is occafion for no additional weight, no 
fuperadded ftrength, no increafed clear- 
nefs, none of that enlargement of mind, 
none of that additiorfal invigoration which 
may be derived from the aids of the 
ftronger fex? What identity could ad- 
vantageouily fuperfede an enlivening oppo- 
fition and an interefting variety of charace 
ter? Is it not then more wile as well a8 
more honourable to move contentedly in 

c4 the 
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the plain path which Providence has ob- 
viouflys marked out to the fex, and in 
which cuftom has for the moft part ration. 
ally confirmed them, than to ftray awk» 
wardiy, unbecomingly, and unfuccefsfully, 
in a forbidden road? Is it nop defirable 
to be the lawful poffeffors of a lefler do. 
meltic territory, rather than the turbulent 
ufurpers of a wider foreign empire? to be 
good originals, rather than bad imitators ? 
to be the beft thing of one’s own kind, 
rather than-an inferior thing even if it 
were of an higher kind? to be excellent 

women rather than indifferent men? 
1s the author then undervaluing her 
own fex?—No. It is her zeal for their 
true interes which leads her to oppofe 
their imaginary rights. It is her regard 
for their happinefs which makes her 
endeavour to cure them of a feverith thirft 
for fame; of an ambition as little becoming 
the delicacy of their female charafter as 
the meeknefs of their religious profeffion, 
A little Chriftian humility and fober-mind- 
ednely 
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ednefs are worth all the wild metaphyficat 
difcuffion which has unfettled thé peace 
of vain women, and forfeited the refpe& 
of reafonable men. And the meéft elabo- 
rate definition of ideal rights, and the 
moft hardy meafures for attaining them, 
are of lefs value in the eyes of a truly 
amiable woman, than * that meck and 
“ quiet fpirit, which isin the fight of God 
“© of great price.” 

Natural propenfitics beft mark the 
defignations of Providence as to their 
application, ‘The fin was not more clearly 
beftowed on the fifh that he fhould fwim, 
nor the wing given to the bird that he 
fhould fly, than fuperior frength of bady 
and a firmer texture of mind was given to 
man, that he might piefide in the deep 
and daring {cenes of a@tion and of council; 
in government, in arms, in fcience, in 
commerce, and in thofe profeffions which 
demand a higher reach, and a wider range 
of powers, The true value of woman is 
not diminithed by the imputation of in- 

feriority 
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feriority in thcfr refpetts; the has other 
requifmes better adapted to anfwer the 
ends and purpofes of her being, by “Him 
* who does all things well;” who fuits 
the agent to the action; who agcommo- 
dates the inflrument to the work. 

Let her not then view with pining cnvy 
the kecn fatyriit, hunting vice through all 
the doublings and windings of the heart ; 
the fagacious politician, leading fenates, 
and direfling the fate of empires; the 
acute lawyer, detecting the cbliquides of 
fraud ; and the fhilful dramatitt, expofing 
the pretenfions of folly: but let her ambi- 
tion be confoled by reflecting, that thofe 
who thusexccl, to all that Nature beltows 
and Leoks can tach, mult add befides 
that confummute knowledge of the world 
to which a delicate woman has no fair 
avenues, and which even if the could at- 
tain, fhe would never be fuppofed io have 
come honelly by. 

Ya aimott all that comes under the de- 
feription of pohte letters, in all that cap- 

tivates 
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jivates by imagery, or warms by juft and 
afeding fentiment, woncn are exeellent, 
‘They poflels in a high degree that delicacy 
and quichnels of perception, and that nue 
difcernment betwen the beautiful and de- 
fictive which comcs under the denomina- 
tiog of tafe. Both in compotitioa aud 
aion they caccl in details; but they do 
not fo much generalize thar ideas as men, 
nor do thar minds { ize a great fubjedt 
with fo large a giatp.  Lhvy are acute ob- 





fervers, and accurate judges gf ite and 
manners, a> ta as their own fphcie of obs 
fervation catends, but they deferibhe a 
finaller circle. A woman fees the world, 
as it wae, froma hith clevation in her 
own garden, whence fhe makes an exact 
fuivey of home flene, but takes not in 
that wider range of ditant profpects wich 
he who ftands on a lofuer emmence com- 
mands. Women have a certain tac? which 
often enables them to fel what is ult more 
inftamancoufly than they can define ir. 
"Vhey have an intuinve penetration into 

4 chasatler, 
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character, bellowed on them by Provi- 
dence} like the fenfitive and tender organs 
of fome timid animals, as a kind of na- 
tural guard to warn of the approach of 
danger beings who are often called to a& 
defenfively. 

In famming up the evidence, if I may 
fo fpeak, of the different powers of the 
fexes, one may venture, perhaps, to affert, 
that women have equal parts, but are in- 
ferior in wholenefs of mind, in the integral 
underflanding : that though a fuperior 
woman may poffefs fingle faculties in 
equal perfection, yet there is commonly a 
jutter proportion in the mind of a fuperior 
man: that if women have in an equal de- 
gree the faculty of fancy which creates 
imvages, and the faculty of memory which 
colleéts and ftores ideas, they feem not to 
pofiefs in equal meafure the faculty of 
comparing, combining, analyfing, and fe- 
parating thefe ideas ; that deep and patient 
thinking which goes to the bottom of a 
fubject; nor that power of arrangement 

which 
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which kniows how to link a thoufand con- 
neGed ideas in ohe dependent train, with. 
out lofing fight of the original idea out of 
which the reft grow, and on which they all 
fang. The female too, wanting fleadinels 
in her intelletual purfuits, is perpetually 
turned afide by her charatteriftic raftes 
and feelings. Woman in the career of 
genius, is the Atalanta, who will rifk 
lofing the race by running out of her road 
to pick up the golden apple; while her 
male competitor, wighout, perhaps, pof. 
felling greater natural ftrength or fwift- 
nefe, will more certainly attain his object, 
by direct purfuit, by being lefs expofed to 
the feductions of extraneous beauty, and 
will win the race, not by excelling in fpeed, 
but by defpifing the bait *. 

* What indifpotes even reafonable women to 
soncedg in thefe points 1s, that the weakeft man in- 
@antly lays hold on the conceffion ; and, on the mere 
ground of fex, plumes himfelf on his own individual 


fuperiority ; inferring, that the filliet man is furperios 
tw the Sibeate woman. 


Here 
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Here it may be juftly enough retorted 
that, as it is allowed the education of 
women is fo defective, the alleged inferi- 
ority of their minds may be accounted for 
on that ground more juftly than by afcrib- 
ing it to their natural make. Aad, indeed, 
there is fo much truth in the remark, that 
till women fhall be more reafonably edu- 
cated, and till the native growth of their 
mind fhall ceafe to be ftinted and cramped, 
we have no jufter ground for pronouncing 
that their under itandjng has already reach- 
ed ity higheft attainable point, than the 
Clunele would hase for affirming that 
thcir women have attained to the greateft 
pofille perfediion in walking, while the 
firlt care is, during thir infancy, to crip- 
ple their feet. aAc leaf, ull the female fex 
are more carefully inftructad, this queftion 
will always remain as undecided as to the 
degree of difference between the mafculine 
and feminine under{tanding, as the queftion. 
between the underftandings of blacks and 
whites ; for until Africans and Europeans 

are 
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are put more nearly on a par in the culti- 
vation of their minds, the thades of diftinc- 
tion, if any there be, between their native 
powers can never be fairly afcertained. 

And when we fee (and who will deny 
that we fee, it frequently?) fo many wo- 
men nobly rifing from under ail the pref. 
fure of a difadvantageous education and a 
defective fyftem of fociety, and exhibiting 
the moft unambiguous marks of a vigorous 
underftanding, a correct judgment, and a 
Rterling piety, it reminds one of shole Shin- 
ing lights which have now and then burft 
out through all the “ darknefs vifible” of 
the Romifh church, have difincumbered 
themfelves from the gloom of ignorance, 
thaken off the fetters of prejudice, and 
rifen fuperior to all the errors of a corrupt 
theology. 

But whatever characteriftical diftin@ions 
may exift; whatever inferiority may be 
attached to woman from the flighter framie 
of her body, or the more circumfcribed 
powers of her mind; froma lefs fyftematic 
education, and from the fubcrdinate fta- 

tion 
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tion fhe is called to fill in life; there is one 
gteat And leading circumftance whith raifes 
her importance, and even eftablifhes her 
equality. Chriftianity has exalted women 
to true and undifputed dignity; in Chri 
Jefus, as there is neither “ ich Nor poor,” 
“ bond nor free,”’ fo there is neither “ male 
“nor female.” In the view of that immor- 
tality, which is brought to light by the 
gofpel, fhe has no fuperior. Women (to 
borrow the idea of an excellent prelate) 
make up ,one half of the human race 5 
equally with men redeemed by the blood 
of Chrift. In this their true dignity con- 
fits; here their beft pretenfions reft, here 
their higheft claims are allowed. 

All difputes then for pre-eminence be- 
tween the fexes have only for their object 
the poor precedence for a few fhort years, 
the attention of which would be better 
devoted to the duties of life and the inte- 
relts of eternity. 

And as the final hope of the female fex 
ig equal, fo are their prefent means, per- 
bape, more favourable, and their opportu- 

14 nities, 
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nities, often, lefe obltrn&ted dtan thofe of 
the other fex. In their Chriftianwourle 
women have every fuperior advantage, 
whether we confider the natural make of 
their minds, their leifure for acquifition in 
youth, or their fubfequently lefs expofed 
mode of He. ‘Their hearts are naturally 
foft and flexible, open to impreffiom of 
love and gratitude; their feclings tender 
and lively ; all thefe are favourable to the 
cultivation of a devotional fpirit. Yet 
while we remind them of thef benefits, 
they will do well to be on their guard left 
this very foftncfs and duétility lay then 
more open to the feduétions of tempta- 
tion and error. 

They have in the native conftitution of 
their minds, as well as from the relative 
fituations they are called to fill, a certain 
fenfe of attachment and dependence, 
which is peculiarly favourabl¢ 9 religion. 
They forl,, perhaps, more iguiramely, the 
want ofa flrength which is not/their 
own, — Chriftfahicy rag that fapayin 


WOR, duced 
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duced frength; it comes in aid of their 
conicigus weakne®, and offers the only 
true counterpoife to it “ Woman, be 
2 infirmity,” ig Hill 
the heart-cheering language of a gracious 


thou heahd of the 





Saviour. : 

Women allo bring to the ludy of Chrift- 
janity fewer of thow pierudices which 
perfony of the other fx too ofren early 
contract. Men, from their clafiic al edu- 
cation, acquire a firong partiality for the 
manners of Pagan antiquity, and the 
documents of Pagan philofaphy + this, ta- 
gether with the impure taint caught from 
the loofe defciptions of their poets, and 
the licentious language even of their hif- 
torians, (in whont we reafonably look tor 
mote gravity,) often weakens the good 
impreflions of young men, and at leaft 
confufes their ideas of piety, by mixing 
them with fo mach heterogeneous matter. 
Their very {pirits are imLued all the week 
with the impure follies of a depraved my- 
thology 5 and it is well if even on Sundays 

they 
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they get to hear of the * true God, and Jefus 
“ Chrift whom he has fent.”” While wo- 
men, thaugh ftruggling with the fame 
natural corruptions, have commonly lefs 
knowledge 19 unknow, and fewer fchemes 
to unlearn; they have not to fhake off 
the pride*of iyitum, and to dilencumber 
their minds {10m the fhackles of favourite 
theories: they do not bring from the 
porch or the academy any ‘ oppofitions 
“ of fcience”’ to obitruct their reception 
of thofe pure doctrines taught on the 
Mount: doctrines which ought to find a 
readier entrance into minds uninfected 
with the pride of the fchool of Zeno, or 
the libertinitm of that of Epicurus, 

And as women are naturally more af- 
fectionate than faflidious; they arc likely 
both to read and to hear with a lefs critical 
fpirit chan men: they will not be on the 
watch to dete errors, fo much as to ga- 
ther improvemcnt; they have feldom thar 
hardnels which is acquired by dealing 
deeply in books of controverfy, but are 

n2 more 
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more inclined to works which quicken the 
@evotiynal feelings, than to fuch as awaken 
a fpirit of doubt and foepticifm. They 
ate lefe difpoled to confider the com- 
pofitions they perufe, as materials on which 
to ground objections and anfwers, than 
as helps to faith and rules of Ife. With 
thefe advantages, however, they fhould 
alfo bear m mind that thei impreffions 
being often lefs abiding, and their reafon 
IgG open to convidion, by means of the 
fttong evidences which exift in favour of 
the truth of Chriftianity, “ they ought, 
* therefore, to give the more earneft 
“ heed to the things which they have 
“ heard, Ieft at any time they fhould let 
“ them flip.” Women are alfo, from their 
donieflic habits, in poffeffian of more leifure 
ang tranquillity for religious purfuits, as 
well ag fecured from thofe difficulties and 
temptations to which men are expofed in 
the tumult of a buftling world. Their 
liyes are more uniform, lels agitated by 
the paflions the, bufineflés, the contentions, 

the 
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the fhock of opinions and of intetefts 
which convulfe the world. 

Hf we have denied them the talents 
which might lead them to excel as lawyers, 
they are preferved from the peril of having 
their principles warped by that too indif- 
criminate defence of right and wrong, to 
which the profeffors of the law are ex+ 
pofed. If we fhould queftion their title to 
eminence as mathematicians, they are hap- 
pily exempt from the dangey to which 
men devoted to that feience are faid to be 
liable ; namely, that of looking for demon- 
ftration on fubje€ts, which, by their very 
nature, atc incapable of affording it. If 
they are lefs converfant in the powers of 
nature, the ftrudture of the human frame, 
and the knowledge of the heavenly bodies, 
than philofophers, phyficians, and aftrono- 
mers; they arc, however, delivered from 
the error into which many of each of thefé 
have fometimes fallen, F mean fot thé 
fatal habit of refting in fecond caufes, in- 
ftead of referring all to the firft ; inflead of 

D3 making 
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making “ the heavens declare the glory 
of God, and proclaim his handy work 5”* 
inflead of concluding, when they obferve 
* bow fearfully and wonderfully we are 
“ made, marvellous are thy works O Lord, 
* and that my foul hnowceth right well.” 
And let the weaker fex take comfort, 
that in their very exemption from privi- 
Jeges, which they are fometimes difpoted 
to envy, confitts theis ficurity and their 
happincn. | 1 they enyoy not the dif 
tin@tions of public lire and high offices, do 
they not efcape the refpont bihty attached 
to them, and the motuh aon of being 
difmiffed fiom them? It they have no 
voice in deliberative ailemblies, do they 
not avoid the load of duty conncéed with 
fuch priviliges?  Prepofterous pains have 
been taken to excite in women an unealy 
jealouly, that their talents are neither re- 
(warded with public honours nor emolu- 
ments in life; nor with infcriptions, fta- 
tues, and maufoleums after death. It 
has been abfurdly reprefented to them as 


ahard- 
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a hardéhip, that while they are gxpetted 
to perturm duties, they mutt yet be con- 
tented to relinquifh honours, and maft 
unjullly be compelled to renounce fame. 
while they muft feduloufly labour to de 
ferve it. 

But for Chriflian women to ad on the 
low views fuggelted to them by their ill- 
judging panegyrifts; and to look up with 
a giddy head and a throbbing heart to 
honours and renumerations, fo little tuited 
to the wants and capacities ofan immortal 
fpirit, would be no lefs ridiculous than if 
Chriflian heroes fhould look back with 
envy on the pagan rewards of ‘ovations, 
oak garlands. parfley crowns, and Jaurel 
wreaths. The Chriltian hope more than 
reconciles Chriftian women to thefe petty 
privations, by fubitituting a nobler prize 
for their ambition, “ the prize of the high- 
“ calling of God in Chrift Jefus 5” by fub- 
ftituting, ‘for that popular and fludtuating 
voice, which may cry, ‘ Hofanna” and 

D4 “ crucify” 
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“-orucify”. in a breath, ‘that “ favour of 
God whieh is eternal life.” 
If-women.‘fhould lament the difadvan- 
taiges attached to their fex, that their cha- 
reer is of fo delicate a texture as to be 
fullied by the flighteft breath of calumny, 
and-that the ftain is indelible; yet are 
they not led by that very circumftance 
more inftinctively to fhrink from all thofe 
itregularities to which the lofs of chara€ter 
is.fo much expected to be attached; and 
to hun with kecner circumfpection the 
moft diftant approach towards the confines 
of danger? Let them not lament it as a 
hardfhip, but account it to be a privilege, 
that the delicacy of their fex impels them 
more ferupuloufly to avoid the very ap- 
pearance of evil, and that the confcioufnels 
of their danger ferves to fecure their purity, 
by placing them at a greater diftance 
fromthe evil itfelf. 
Fhough it be one main object of this 
fittle work, rather to flower than to raife 
any 
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any defire of celebrity.in che femalé heart ; 
yet 1 would awaken.it to ajuft 
to honeft fame: .[.would call on women 
to reflect that our religion has notogly 
made them heirs to-a bleffed immortaliey 
hereafter, but has greatly raifed them ia 
the feale of being here, by lifting them ts 
an importance in fociety unknown tothe 
moft polithed ages of antiquity, “The res 
ligion of Chrift has even beftowed a degree 
of renown on the fex beyond what any 
other religion ever did. Peybaps there 
are hardly fo many virtuous women (for 
I. reje€&t the long catalogue whom their 
vices have transferred from oblivion to 
infamy) named in all the pages of Greek 
or Roman Hiftory, as are handed down 
to eternal fame, in a few of thofe fhort 
chapters with which the Breat Apoftle to 
the Gentiles bas concluded his epiftles to 
his converts. Of “ devout and honous- 
“ able women,” the facred {cripturesre- 
cord not a few.” Some of the mok 
affetting fcenes, the molt interefting tranf. 
aftions, 
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ations, and the moft touching converfa- 
tions which are recorded of the Saviour 
of the world, puffed with women. Tiiy 
are the firft :omarlcd as having “ mimi 
* tered to him of their fubftance.” Tacirs 
was the pratie ot not abandoning thcir 
dedpifed Redeemer when he was led to 
execution, and undcr all the hopelefs 
circumitanccs of his ignominious death 5 
they appear to have been the Jaf? attend. 
fing at his tomb, and the fr? on the 
morning when he arofe from it. Theirs 
was the privilege of recciving the earlieft 
eonfolation from their rilen Lord; theirs 
was the honour of being fift commiffion- 
ed to announce his glorious refurrection 
tothe world. And even to furnifh heroic 
eonfeflors, devpted faints, and unfhrink- 
ing martyrs to the Church of Chirilt, has 
mot been the cxclufive honour of the 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Convrrsation.—Hints fuggefted on ibe 
Sibye%-On the tempers ind dijpoftions 
to be mtrodueed in it. Errors to be 
avaded.—Vanity under various faapes the 
cafe of thofe errors. 


Tx {exes will naturally defire to appear 
to each other, fuch as each *believes the 
other will belt like; their converfation 
Will a& reciprocally; and each fex will 
appear more or lefs rational as they per- 
ceive it will more or lefs recommend them 
to the other, It is therefore to be regret. 
ted, that many men, even of diftinguithed 
fenfe and learning, are fo apt to confider 
the fociety of ladies, as a fcene iy 
whith to reft their underftandings, vather 
than to exercife them; while ladies, in re- 
turn, are too much addiéted to make thefr 
court by lending themfelves to this Spirit 

of 
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of trifling ; they often avoid to make ufe 
of what abilities they have ; and affect to 
talk below their natural and acquired 
powers of mind ; confidering it as a tacit 
and welcome flattery to the underftanding 
of men, to renounce the exeraife of their 
own, 

Now fince tafte and principles thus mu- 
tually operate ; men, by keeping up con- 
verlation to its proper ftandard, would not 
only call into exercife the powers of mind 
which women actually poffels ; but would 
even awaken in them new energies which 
they do not know they poficfs; and meh 
of fenfe would find their account in doing 
this, for their own talents would be more 
highly rated by companions who were bet- 
ter able to appreciate them. And, on the 
other hand, if young women found it did 
not often recommend than in the eyes of 
thofe whom they might with to pleafe, to 
be frivolous and fuperficial, they would be- 
come more fedulous im correcting their 
own habits. Whenever fafhionable women 

indicate 
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indicate a relith for inftruive converfation, 
men will not be apt to hazard what ig vain, 
or unprofitable; much lefs will they ever 
prefume to bring forward what is loofe or 
corrupt, where fome fignal has not been 
previoufly given, that it will be acceptable, 
or at leaft that it will be pardoned. 

Ladies commonly bring into company 
minds already té0 much relaxed by petty 
purfuits, rather than overftrained by in- 
tenfe application; the littenefs of the 
employments in which they are ufually 
engaged, does not fo cvhauft their fpirits 
as to make them ftand in need of that 
relaxation from company which feyere 
zpplication or overvlitming bufinefs 
makes requifite for ftudious or public 
men. The due confidcration of this cir-- 
cumftance might ferve to bring the fexes 
more nearly on a level in fociety; and 
each might mect the other half way; for 
that degree of lively and ealy tion 
which is a neceffary refrefhment fo, the 
learned and the bufy, would not tlecreafe 

14 in 
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dn pleafantnefs by being made of fo rational 
a caf, as would yet fomewhar raife the 
minds of yorgay,who commonly feck fo- 
ciety, ax a feene of pleafure, not as a 
refuge from intenfe thought or exhaulting 
dabour. 

Atisa difadvantage even to Ufofe women 
who keep the beft company, that it is un- 
happily almofl cftablithed into a fy item, by 
the other fex, to poftpone-evry thing like 
inftructive difcourfe 1! the ladi_. are with- 
drawn ; their retreat ferving asa kind of 
fignal for the exercife of intlle@. And in 
the few cafes in which it happens that «sy 
important difcuflion takes place in their 
prefence, they are for the moft part con- 
fidered as having little inteteft in fericus 
fabjects. Strong truths, whenever fuck 
“happen to be addreffed to them, are cither 
diluted with flattery, or krpt back in part, 
or fofrened to their tafte; or if the ladies 

F with for information on any 
are put off with a compliment, 

A ‘of a reafon; and are confidered 
as 
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as beings who are not éxpeéted to fee and 
to judge of things as they really exif: 

Do we then with to fee the ladies, whofe 
opportunities leave them fo ineompetent, 
and the modcily of whofe fex ought gever 
to alluw them even to be as fhining a8 they 
are able;*-do we with to fee them fake 
the Icad in metaphyfical difquificions ? Do 
we with them to plunge iato the depths 
of theolo ic it polemics, 


And belay end in wand ving maser loll? 


Do ve with thin to revive the animo- 
fines of the Burg orian contrdverfy, or to 
a ide the procts between the fefaks 
and the five propofition, of Tanfenigst 
D> we wifh (> enthrone thein iim the pt. 
feffor’s chair, tors jliver oracles, harangues, 
and dufirtations? td weigh the merits 
every new production in 
Quintilian, or to regulate ‘fife: 
dramatic compofition by Ari/bori in 
Or renouncing thofe forcign aid 
we defire td behold them, inflated’’ 
their 
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“enough to be born more iable to fuffer 
and to fin, from this conformation of mind ; 
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-atile fome of its obje€ts Ihave beenun- 
‘Welerving, it gives dear’ proof that whaieit 
‘beftowed was for its “own “pritification 5 
and now finding that felficomplacency at 
“an end, it 'beRtows “nd onger. Probably 
“too thé cauife of fomvch’ difappoinrment 
“tnay Have been, that ill choice of the objedts 
to which feeling, rather than a diferiminat- 
“ing judgment, has*led. © The fummer 
‘thowers of mere fenfibility: foon dry ‘up, 
“while the living Spring’ of Chriftian cha- 
"¥ity flows alike in all (eafons. He 
\ "The impatience, levity, and ficklenefs, 
‘of which women have been fomewhat too 
“generally accufed, are perhaps in no fmall 
| degree aggravated by the fri- 
"voloufiels of female purfuits. ‘The fort of 

"education they commonly receive, teaches 
ge 1s to {et a great’price on fimall things. 


"to Keep a very corre eile of degrees for 


tatters. Whereas itis in fact the criterion 

ippycqen paciby 
that while it is capable of loving with 
energy, it muft be enabled, by the judg- 
tent Which governs it, to fuit and adjuft 
its degree of intereft to the nature and 
excellence of the objet about which it 
is ‘imterefted; for unreafonable _prepof- 


jsKEaoefive. butunintentional flattery is 
another fas ign which» Soong, fe 
atl 13 bility | 


confpire to throw a fort of-radiance round 
the: objeé&t of their love, till they. are 
dazzled by a brightnely of their “own 
ereating. ‘The worldly and fathionable 
borrow the warm language of fenfibility 
without having the really warm feeling ; 
and young ladies get fuch a habit’ of 
faying, and efpecially of writing, fuel 
Over obliging and flattering things to eac 
Gther, that this mutual politenefs, aided 
by the felf-love fo natural to us all, and 
by an unwillingnefs to fearch into our own 
hearts, keeps up the illufion, and we get a 
habit of taking our charadter from the 
good we bear of ourfelyes, which others 
aflume, but do not yery well know, rather 
than from the evil we feel in ourfelves, 
7 Meare hg 
thoroughly acquainted our, 
bp sets Brae me 
from.others. ss 

bs) 


| eGoe 


What an unaffetted tendemels for the, 
petitbing body! Yet is this, fenfibiliry: 
equally alive to the iminortal interefts of 
the fufferer ? Is it not filent and at cafe. 
when it contemplates. the dearelt friend. 
perfifting in opinions effentially dangerousy 
in pradtices unqueftionably wrong? . Docs 
it not view all this, not only without.a 
generous ardour to point oat the peril, 
and refeue the friend; bot if that friend’ 
be fuppofed to be dying, does it not even 
niake it the criterion of kindnefs to let her 
die undeccived? What a want of true 
fenfibility, to. feel for the pain, but not 
for the danger of thofe we love! Now 
fee what fort of {enfibility the Bible 
jG 14 teaches ! 
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teaches! “ Thou halt. not hatesthy) 
“t/brother in thine heart, but--thow-fhalt- 
“in any. wife rebuke him, and thalt, 
‘“.potduffer fin upon him *.”, Burjlet; 
that tendernefs. which. fhrinks from ;the. 
idea\of expofing what, it loves.to.a mo- 
mentary pang, figure to itlelf the bare 
poffibility, that the objeCt of its own fond 
affection may not be the, object of . thay 
Divine favour! Let it fhrink from the 
bare. conjecture, that “ the familiar friend 
4 with whom it bas taken {weet counfel,”” 
is going down to the gates of death, un- 
repenting, unprepared, and yet unwarned, 
But mere human fenfibility goes a 
fhorter way to work. Not being able to 
_give its friend the pain of hearing her faults 
“or of knowing her danger, it works itlelf 
up into the quieting delufion that no dan- 
Lo potmapge sb sy apland 
affection ; it gratifics itfelf by invent 
Gea diqten, & aerators ball 
jake in all itfelf loves with all their faults; 
a vrai © Leviticus, xi age 
oie it 


ityereates to ‘its own fond heart an ‘ideat™ 
and exaggerated divine mercy, whieh hall 
pardon-and receive all in whom this blind’ 
fenfibility has an‘intereft; whether they 'bé' 
good or whether they be evil. 

‘ln regard to its application to religious 
purpoles, if is a teft thar fenfibility ‘haz! 
received its true direction when it is fu 
premely turned to the love of God: for 
to poffefs an overflowing fondnefs for our 
fellow-creatures and fellow-finners, and to 
be cold and infenfible to the Effence of 
ffoodnefs and perfection, is an incon- 
fiftency to which the feeling ‘heart is 
awfully liable. God has himfelf the firlt 
claim to the fenfibiliry he beftowed. “ He 
“ firft lowed us:” this is a natural caufe 
of love. “ He loved us while we were 
«© finners:” this is a fupernatural caule, 
‘He continues to love us though we negleét 
his “favours, and ‘flight his mercies’; ‘this 
‘would wear out ‘any earthly kindnefs. 
‘He “forgives us, not perry negletts, not 
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peated offences, brokensvows, andeuns 
requited love. What human friendthip: 
performs offices fo calculated to touch: the! 
foul of fenfibility? mins: ay Canbiteeel 

‘Thofe young women in whom feeling is 
indulged to the exctufion of reafon and 
examination, are peculiarly liable to" be! 
the dupes of prejudice; rath decifionsy'and? 
falle judgment. The underftanding have’ 
ing but little power over the: will,” theit 
affe€tions are not well poized, and théir 
minds are\kept in a fate ready to be acted’ 
upon. bythe fluctuations of alternate 
impulfes; by .fudden and .varying im- 
preflions ;;.by cafual and contradictory 
cirgumitances ; and by emotions excited 
by.everyaccident. Inftead of being guided: 
‘bythe broad views of general truth, and 
having one fixed principle, they:are- driven 
on) by. the impetuofity of the moment. 
And this impetuofity blinds the judgment: 
as.much as it mifleads the condné ; fothat. 
for want of a habit of cool inveltigatiom. 
hidinapianae mala imanaa 


bo ins 
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eat any previouftly formed opinion of rule 
of a@ion. And-as they do nov aceaftottt 
themfelves to appreciate the: réal value of 
shings, their attention is as likely to be led 
away by the under parts of a fubject, 
aseto feize on the deading feature..The 
fame cagorne(s of mind which: hinders 
the. operation of the difcriminating: fas 
culty, leads alfo to the error of deters 
mining on the redtitude of an attion by its 
fuccefs, and to thet of making the event 
of an undertaking decide on. itsijuftice 
or propriety: it allo leads to thar fupers 
ficial and erroneous way of judging which 
faftens on exceptions, if they make inone’s 
own favour, as grounds of reafoningy 
while they lead us to overlook received 
and general ruleswhich rend to eftablith 
a dogirine contrary to our withes. 

Qpen-hearted, indifcreet girls, often 
pickup a few) ftrong notions, which are 
as falfe in themfelves as they are popular 
among the clafs in queltion: fuch ‘as, 
that warm friends muft make warm 

* enemics ;”” 
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#, enemies;”’—that “ the generous love and 
hate with all. their -hearts ;—that “a 
« seformed rake makes the beft hufband 5” 
that there is no medium in marriages 
© put that itis.a ftate.of exquifite happie 
@ nefs or exquifite mifery ;” with many 
other doftrines of equal. currency and 
equal foundnefs! Thefe they confider as 
axioms, and adopt as rules of life. From 
the two firlt of thefe oracular fayings, girls 
are in no {mall danger of becoming unjuft 
through the very warmth of their hearts: 
for they will get a habit of making their 
eftimate of the good or ill qualities of 
others, merely in proportion to the greater 
or lefs- degree of kindnefs which they 
themlelyes have received from them. 
Their eftimation of general character is 
thus formed on infulated and ‘partial 
grounds; on the accidental circumftance 
of pérfonal predilection or perfonal pique. 
Kindnefs to them{elves or their friendsin- 
“yolves all pofible excellence; negleé, all 
PIE “tude 


tude can and fhisuld go's great way "but 
as they cannot convert vice into virtue, {0 
they ought never to convert ‘truth ined 
falfehood. — And’ it ‘may ‘be’ the ‘more 
neceffary to be upon our guard in» this 
inftance, becaufe the very idea of gratitude 
may miflead us, by converting injuftice 
into the femblance of a virtue. “Warat 
expreffions fhould therefore be limited 
to the conveying a fenfe of our’ own 
individual obligations which are real; 
tather than employed to give an impreffion 
of general excellence in the perfon who 
has obliged us, which may be imaginary. 
A good man is ftill good, though it may 
not have fallen in his way to oblige or 
ferve uz, nay, though he may have ne- 
gleéted, or even unintentionally burt us: 
and fin is fill fin, though committed by 
the perfon in the world to whom we are 
the moft obliged, and whom we molt love. 
We come next to that fatal and moft 
indelicate, nay grofs maxim, that “ are- 
“ formed rake makes the beft hufband ;”” 
1 an 


pofterous fuppolition, not only that effedts 
do not follow:caufes, but that they oppofe 
them; on the fuppofition, that habitual 
vice creates re€titode of chara@ter, and 
that“fin produces happinefs' “thus flatly 
éontradiéting what the moral government 
6f God uniformly exhibits in the courte of 
Human events, and what Revelation fo 
evidently and univerfally teaches, . 
For it fhould be obferved, that the 
reformation is generally, if not always 
fuppofed to be brought about by the all 
conquering force of female charms. Let) 
but a profligate young man have a poitit 
tovcarry by winning the affections of a 
vain and thoughtlefs girl; he will begin 
his attack upon her heart by undermining 
ber religious principles, and artfully rev 
oving every impediment which might 
hhave obftruGed her mabey Fr) 
drefles of 3 imatt without ‘character. “And 
= while 


‘out ridicyle.the mention of thar change.of 
heart which Scripture teaches and-experi> 
ence proves that the power of Divine grace 
can,seork on.a vicious character; while 
he. yall wach her to fneer ata change 
which he would treat with contempt, bee 
caule he denies the pollivility of fo Strange 
and_miraculous a converfion ; yethe will 


not feruple to, fwear, that the power of «¢ 


her beauty has worked a revolution in his 
own loofe praGices which is equally com- 
plete and inftantaneous. 

But fuppofing itpoflible that his tee 
formation. were genuinc, it would even 
then by no means involve the cath of 


rifms, that. “ there is. no. medium, im: 
“ marriage, but that it is a ftate,ofjex+! 
*< quifite happinefs or exquifite. mifery.;”" 
this, though not equally finful, is equally 
delufive: for marriage is only one-modis 
fication of hnman life, and human lifeis’ 
not commonly in itfelf a ftate of exquifite 
extremes; but is for the moft :part that 
mixed and moderate ftate, fo naturally 
dreaded by thofe who fet out with fancy: 
ing this world a ftateof raprure, andfo: 


Cn) 


with fo 
poor a provilfion.as-comforty and (corning) 
the acceptance of that moderate fot which’ 


‘ 6 
eating? Yapcured:théy tid anticipated in 
peliggee <~r 


es aaran a aaie 
other-alternativey andj -by abandoning’ 
their: hearts ro dilcontent, make to them: 
felves that mifery with which their ‘fervid? 
imaginationé shad filled the oppotite feale, 
“Phe “tract. is, thefe” young ladies “are” 
yery apt to pick up their’ opinions, ‘left’ 
fromthe divinés ‘than the’ poets; and” 
the "poets, "though “it muft~ be confeffed* 
they are: fome of the belt embellifhers of’ 
life, “ate? not’ quite the ‘fafelt conduétors® 
through i. specie Cua es 


to ow? stnsraiLivTy. 
following them’ as guides 16° condué ‘as 
throught its ldbyrinttiss iy be emt od 
e'Thofe-women, in whom the natural 
defetis: of-a-warm temper have beet 
ftrengthened by an education which folters 
their faults, are very dextroys inavailing 
themfelves: of a hint, when ;it favours)a 
tuling inclination, foothes vanity, indulges 
indolence, or gratifies their loye of pawer., 
They have heard fo oftem from their 
favourite: fentimental authors, and. their: 
more flattering male friends, “ that when 
“ Nature denied-them frength; fhe gave’ 
them fafeinating graces in| compenfa- 
* tions that their Rrength confilts in. their, 
“+ weaknefs °° and that.‘ they-are .en- 
“ dowed with arts of perfuafion which 
* fupply the abfence of force; and the’ 
* place of reafon ;” that. they Jearn, in 
time, to pride themfelves on that very: 
sweakne(s, and. to become vain of their. 
ciynperfeétions 5) till at- length they -begia” 
jo claim for.their defeéts, sania tes 
in eee. tn "Ee 
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but admiration, Hence they get to chepith, 
a fpecies of feeling which; if mot checkedy 
terminates in exccflive felfifhpelsy they 
learn to. produce their inability, to, bear 
contradiction asa proof; of their tenders 
nefs; and vo indulge im that forwof irri: 
tability inr all: that relates to themfelves, 
which inevitably leads to the utter ex= 
clofion of all intereft in the fofferings of 
others. ‘Inftead ‘of exercifing their fen- 
fibility in the wholefome duty of relieving 
‘iftrele and vifiting fcenes of forrow, ‘that 
fenfibility ifelf is pleaded ‘ag a reafon for 
their not being able to endure fights of 
woe, and for fhunning the diftrefs ir 
fhould Be exerted in removings “That, 
exquifite fenfe of feeling which God im- 
‘planted. in the heart as a fimulus, to, 
ers 

ig thus introverted, and, leas’ to 

not as the agent, but the 
cate mas ‘Yendernefs is made 
Pg ee | 
Cie, devine tbs. werving cr ok 
others, 


> K2 


¥g2 of senting?! 
others; ‘this “fille “delicacy” reterved TE 
Selif emidt ready teirs for’ the ate 
dépane* anid!” 
the” meluitig “novel oF he pike a? 
ye) nimi peottccher goa eialiantons: 

“When feclisiy Rimulitey’ ealp'th ‘fer! 
inalgenieds “wher? the mst exile fee 
tions ‘of fympatliy and’ pity’ evapérate’ i 
fentiment, it&d Of wing “uit mn "aON” 
or‘’confolation to every fpeties oF diftrety’ 
within ite reach; it is an evidence thal the 
feéling ‘is of 2 fpurious kind; and inftead’ 
of being noutithed as an atfilable tender? 
fiefs, it thould” be’ fabdtied ‘st a'fond a 5 
bale felf-love. 

‘That ialeneti, whole a‘ 


x 
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the bufy are extmpred and, pethapsy it. 
would ngt-bexeafy:to find & mare pitiable 
object-than a woman. with ‘a\iigreat deal, 
of \timesiarid a great deal of (money on 
her hands, ‘who, tiever having been taught. 
the confcientipus'ufe of either, ‘fquanders 
both at random, or rather moulders'both, 


begin, and. terminate. in felf; who ame. 
fiders, the.reft of the world onlyas, they. 
may; be fubferyient.to. her gratification ; ». 
“aa whom it never,octurred,\:that beth , 
her time and money werexgiven, for, the,,, 
gratification and good, of otherie eri 
. It isnot much to ‘the crédipwof; the, 
other fexy that they now and’ then tend 
themfelves to the indulgence of this felfith 
Spirit im their-wives, and cherith by a-kind. 
of falfe fondnefs thole faults which thould 


